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aspirations, and the second by racial ambitions—the C.TJ.P.
cleverly managed simultaneously to exploit them with some
effect—Pan-Islarmsm m Persia, Afghanistan and India;
Pan-Turaniamsm in Turkey and Central Asia.
To ensure the security of India and her communications
with England has been the basic aim of our Eastern policy ever
since Great Britain added India to her Empire. As ruler of
India, as chief owner of the Suez Canal, ab Controller of the
Anglo-Persian oilfields. Great Britain was (in 1908 just as in
1926) vitally interested in the affairs oi the Mohammedan
world, and here, in the Middle East—a focal point of interest
—Turko-German policy was straining lo bring about a coali-
tion between the Mohammedan countries of Turkey, Persia,
Arabia and Afghanistan, a coalition based on anti-Christian,
anti-British doctrine.
However, in the area about the head of the Persian Gulf,
British prestige and interests had a firm foundation. The
Anglo-Persian Oil Company had run a pipe-line through
the territory of the Sheikh of Mohammera from Shustar to
the island of Abadan, and with this semi-independent ruler,
the paramount sheikh in Southern Arabistan, who for years
had bitterly resented and resisted Turkish aggression, had
contracted definite mutual obligations for the protection of
the pipe-line. Similar obligations had been concluded with
the Bakhtiari Khans, the chiefs of a group of tribes in the
oilfields area; the Sheikh of Koweit, an independent ruler
of a territory on the south shores of the Persian Gulf, defi-
nitely looked to Great Britain to support his independence
against Turkish claims; Ibn Sa'ud, Emir of Nejd, the most
powerful chief in Arabia, was violently anti-Turk and was
in very friendly relationship with the Government of India;
in Persia, too, British prestige stood high. Persia, a close
neighbour to India, had for many years been in fairly
cordial relations with Great Britain, and there seemed
little reason why she should ever form a coalition
with Turkey, with whom she had been in constant dis-
agreement and discordance politically, and from whom she
differed on an important point of religious belief—the
difference between the Shiah and Sunni Mohammedan. On
the other hand, when, in 1907, Great Britain entered upon
the Anglo-Eussian agreement, Persia felt that an alliance
had been made with her hereditary enemy Bussia, and this
was a feeling which Germany—herself inclined to proclaim a
grievance over the agreement—lost no opportunity to exploit.
In spite of this, however, in the years between 1908 and 1914

